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planted at the same season), the plants
will grow successfully so long as they are
watered with salt water, 1 oz. to the gallon,
about t\rice a -week. A little guano should
also be added to the salt water.

SPECIES.

G. maritimttm. "White, summer, 1 ft.
CHOGOSMA (kro-kos-ma. Iridese).
Half-hardy bulbous-rooted plants, suitable
for the warm south borders. One of the
parents (with THtonia Potisi] of the Mont-
bretias.

Plant in light soil, with the addition of
peat and leaf-mould. Set the bulbs 6 in.
deep, and 4in. apart, with a little sand
under each, or for pot culture put six bulbs
1 in. deep in a 5 in. pot. Keep moderately
moist until after the flowers die.

Propagate  by  seeds   sown  in  pans   in
sandy soil in autumn, in the greenhouse, or
by offsets from the bulbs.
SPECIES.

C. aurea, orange-red, and its varieties
imperialis and maculata.

CROCUS   (IridacesB).    Hardy   bulbous-
flowering-   plants.    The   common   spring-
flowering crocus is well known in gardens,
and the modern forms have been derived
from, the Groats  vernus.    In  addition to
this,   there   are   numerous   other   species
which can. be accommodated in the ama-
teur's   garden,   and   these   include   both
spring and autumn-flowering varieties. The
spring-flowering    crocuses   are,   however,
the most popular, and they are particularly
useful for border edgings, to naturalise in
grass, to male splashes of colour on the
rockery or to cultivate in special containers
for indoor decoration.    They prefer light
rich soil, but will grow in- soil of almost
any type if it is fairly well drained, so that
too much moisture does not collect round
the conns.   The ordinary spring crocus can
be planted in October, November or Decem-
ber, about 3 in. deep and the same distance
apart.   Unless   it   is   necessary   for   any
special reason to lift the conns, they should
remain where they are planted for 4 or 5
years or until they become overcrowded.
-Then they can be lifted in June or July.
3>ry them off, and then replant again as in
tbe first  instance.     If  it   is  desired   to
naturalise  crocuses in grass, small holes
should be bored 3 in. deep and 2 in. apart T
%nd a single conn dropped into each hole,

which will then be filled up with ordinary
soil. Another method is to lift pieces of
turf and to fork up the under-soil, at the
same time mixing with it a few handfuls
of bonenieal. Press the conns into posi-
tion on this sub-soil and then replace
the turf, rolling it to restore the level
surface.

The crocuses will grow up through the
grass, and after flowering, the foliage of
the crocuses will, if allowed to do so, grow
to a considerable length. The grass can-
not he cut while the crocus foliage remairs
green without damaging the crocuses, e^
that they will not flower next season, and
crocuses cannot therefore be grown in a
lawn which must be kept neat and tidy.
The ideal position for crocus bulbs is on a
sloping bank between two sections of the
lawn or in odd positions round and under
trees where a piece of the lawn can be left
unmowed for a considerable time after the
crocuses have ceased to flower.

Crocuses can be grown from seed which
is sown & in. deep in light sandy soil in the
cold frame in the autumn. The seedlings
will be transplanted in the August of the
second year and will flower when perhaps
three or four years old. The supply can
also be increased by offsets, removed from
the old conns in July or August, replanted
2 in. deep and 2 in. apart. These will not
flower until they have been grown on for
a year or two.

If it is absolutely necessary to lift
crocuses after flowering, they should be
lifted with some soil round the roots and
either replanted in a corner of the garden
or planted with the soil into shallow boxes
where they can be left and watered occa-
sionally so long as the foliage remains
green. But crocuses will always flower
best if they are allowed to remain undis-
turbed for several years, and for this reason
it is inadvisable to use them as carpet
plants beneath tulips, or beneath other
plants which must he moved after
flowering.

CROCUSES   INDOOBS.

Crocuses make ideal indoor decorations
and they can be cultivated either in pots
of soil or in howls containing coconut fibre.
If soil is used, it should be a mixture oJ
light soil and sand, with a little leaf-
mould. The corms should be planted 2 in